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ICE BREAKER:  Who is one of your favorite figures in history? 
 

LARGE GROUP QUESTIONS: 
(Read James 3:1 and verse 13)  From the beginning of this chapter, James has differentiated persons 

within the Church according to their role and character.  James states some among them are teachers, 
but others are not.  Here, he continues and says some among them can be seen as ‘wise and 
understanding among you’. 

James is identifying leaders among them.  Apparently, a question has arisen in the Early Church on 
who should lead, and what makes a leader. 
1.  How can you tell if someone is a leader or not? 
 

(Read verse 13)  James gives us a clue on how to determine those among us who are ‘wise and 
understanding’.  They ‘show it by their good life, by deeds done…’ 

James makes the point that right knowledge of a subject area, a social crisis, a moral issue, or even 
things of God are not what it means to be ‘wise and understanding’.  True wisdom and understanding 
that comes from God is lived out.  The wisdom and understanding from heaven is not ‘Do what I say, but 
not what I do.’  Rather, it is ‘Do what I say, and do what I do.’ 
2.  How have you seen those who teach one way, but live another? 
 

(Read Philippians 2:5-8 & verse 13)  James further qualifies true leadership.  Leaders not only teach 
right knowledge and live out their teachings, but they also live out their teachings with a certain 
attitude. Leaders, who proclaim Jesus, teach and live out His Gospel with Jesus’ attitude of humility. 

One of the most difficult things to do when you have knowledge another does not have, when you 
have authority over another, or when you are right in an heated argument is to speak and act in 
humility.  Jesus, being the Supreme Leader, Authority, and Teacher modeled this for us.  
3.  Where do you find it most difficult to be humble, when you have knowledge or expertise others do 
not, in a position of authority over another, or when you are right in a heated argument? 
 

  (Read verses 14-18)  James contrasts the wisdom of the world with ‘the wisdom that comes from 
heaven’. Can you tell the critical difference?  The wisdom of this world produces ‘bitter envy and selfish 
ambition in your hearts’.  Such wisdom results in ‘disorder and every evil practice’. 

By contrast the wisdom that comes from heaven is ‘pure…peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full 
of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere’.  Such wisdom results in ‘a harvest of righteousness’. 

Did you catch the difference?  The wisdom of this world is self-oriented.  Bitter envy and selfish 
ambition seeks the benefit of self.  The wisdom of God is other-oriented.  Seeking peace, being 
considerate, submissive, full of mercy, and being impartial seeks the benefit of others. 
4.  How can determing if what you’re doing benefits others, and not simply yourself, help you make 
Godly and wise decisions? 
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PRAYER GROUP TIME 
(Make a list of people whom those in your group plan to witness Christ to this week.) 
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